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Students use art to get over rough spots

Lxhibit of work at Phoenix High goes on display at UU-M Media Union
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“rt leacher Paul Fortier saysiof a wood sur-
face used by « student to paint amural. “1t's a jot

like life — you paint pver the rough spots.”

And certain/v the students Fortler works with
at Phoenix High School in Brighton, an alterna-
tive school for at-risk vouth, have overcome
challenges to present'an exhibitithat 15 on dis-
play at the University of Michigag Med:a Union.

The students began the urt project back in

February, before they learmed that their high
school after 12 vears in ooeralion - would

permnanently close this month. The exhibit's
nan e seems appropriately titled “Transitions.”

Ejtik, claymation, photography, poetry, sculp-
ture g, paintings, pencil drawings — some of the
wor ¢ computer-enhanced — show off the Lalents
of Ue dozen students who often spenl their own
out of-¢lass time completing their efforts.

“(nly one student had experience
befcpe this project,” sivs Fortier. “They really
exp.pited the tool and did some great stuff. Many
of the students begged me to meet them after
schaol and on weekends Lo work on the comput-
ers. It's given them & new ool to pursue their

art "t

Monga Purdy. 17, of Brighlon, is one of the
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the computer has allowed me to

(The ? ﬁ“ﬂepﬂr-
efore 1 wonldn't have had as many

She pow has hopes of conumnuing ner art eau-

uuo::th:!hmrﬂyofllddgmnenm
Ni 1

l!nf&mﬁak‘l‘mnﬂup
uestodr:' the U-M North » media
»ugh school is out for the Bummer.
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Phoenix students, from left, Joe Ormanian, lan Rowlette,
instructor Paul Fortier, NiklmgandMomcaPurdygathernq
front of Lane’s disnlav at the Universitv of Michiean.



